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Pole’s Card as an institution under Polish law on foreigners

Summary

In recent years, there have been legislative changes as a result of which the role of the Pole’s
Card in the Polish legal system has been increasing. The growing importance of the Pole’s
Card requires reflection on its place in the system of Polish law on foreigners and its relation
to other institutions of this law.

According to the original concept, the Pole’s Card was to be an official confirmation
of the holder’s belonging to the Polish Nation and a way of granting a number of rights in
order to make the foreigner’s stay in Poland easier. Today, it is justified to say that the Pole’s
Card has acquired a new, “stay-in” function. Although the Card on its own does not give the
right to reside in Poland, it allows its holder to apply for a permanent residence permit
without having to meet standard migration requirements. The changes have also made it
legitimate to talk about a “repatriation” function of the Pole’s Card. It does not grant Polish
citizenship, nevertheless it lets to avoid many difficulties connected to standard procedures.
As far as leaving the country is concerned, the Pole’s Card does not constitute an obstacle to
the imposition on its holder of an obligation to leave Poland. However, it should be noted that
while fulfilling its functions, the Card significantly reduces the likelihood of addressing a
decision containing such an obligation.

The attractiveness of the Pole’s Card holder status is demonstrated in practice by the
growing interest in applying for this document. In the system of the law on foreigners,
however, there remain some details that show that the whole concept is somehow incomplete.
In practice, problems arise with the assessment of the connection to Polish culture and there
are questions about the effects of unfair practices when applying for the Pole’s Card. Doubts
are also raised by the lack of unification of the Card holder status, irrespective of the
possession of another privileged status: the one of a citizen of the European Union or a
member of her or his family. It leads to a conclusion that legislative corrections seem
necessary at some points. At the same time it is claimed that apart from the above, the quality
of the application of the existing law should be improved.

Keywords: Pole’s Card — law on foreigners — Poles in the East



