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Summary 

 

The aim of this article is to present legal solutions showing the legal position and basic functions 

of a voivode, taking into account the definition of his constitutional position in the period from 

the Second Republic of Poland to the present. This is an organ of government administration that 

has appeared in the system of administrative bodies since the interwar period, with the exception 

of the years 1950-1973. This interval was the result of the solutions adopted in the Act of 20 

March 1950 on local organs of uniform state authority. The competences of voivodes were then 

assumed by the presidencies of the voivodeship national councils as the executive and managing 

bodies of these councils. It was not until the amendment of the Constitution on 22 November 

1973 and the enactment on the same day of the Act amending the Act on National Councils that 

new regulations were introduced, whereby collegial bodies at the voivodeship and poviat levels 

(presidia) were replaced with monocratic bodies. 

The solutions adopted in 1999 clearly refer to the interwar solutions, rendering the 

voivode both the representative of the Council of Ministers in the voivodeship and granting them 

many competences as a result, as well as the head of the combined government administration in 

the voivodeship. Recent years and changes in legislation (not least in the Act on the Voivode and 

Government Administration in the Voivodeship) have significantly strengthened the voivode’s 

position as a political body. The adopted solutions have clearly subordinated the voivode to the 

Prime Minister in both the official and personal sphere. The Prime Minister directs the activity of 

the voivode, issuing guidelines and orders in this respect, demanding the submission of reports on 

the activity of the voivode and conducting a periodic evaluation of their work, in addition to 

supervising the activity of the voivode based on the criterion of the compliance of his/her actions 

with the policy of the Council of Ministers. 
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