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Abstract

The text brings together the legal basis and assumptions of foster care. This is an institution
regulated under Polish law by the Act of 9 June 2011 on Family Support and the Foster Care
System (Dz.U. 2025, item 49). Foster care is used to provide care for a child and carry out the
educational process in conditions that are as favourable as possible for the minor, often in
conditions quite similar to those of a properly functioning biological family. The purpose of
custody is to protect the child's interests and well-being when the biological parents are
unable to provide appropriate conditions for his or her upbringing. This is a solution used
when other available support measures have failed. As part of foster care, the child is
temporarily placed with a foster family, who provide care until the parents can take over their
educational responsibilities again. It should be noted that foster care differs from adoption — it
is a temporary solution that assumes the child will return to the biological parents as soon as
possible. The article also discusses the forms of foster care and its most important features
and conditions. Particular attention is paid to how the foster care system functions in Poznan
municipality and the problems associated with it, which in turn reflect the difficulties faced by
foster families and foster care organizers nationwide.
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